Newsletter
January 2016
Issue 10

January 2016

Welcome to our first newsletter of 2016. We would like to wish our supporters a very happy new
year and provide you with an update on the activities and progress of The Walk Centre. We had a
very busy 2015 with lots of changes at the school and as a charity we finished on a high with an
extremely successful dinner dance which raised £11,500 of much needed funds. We look forward
to seeing you at our upcoming events which you can find more information on at the end of this
newsletter.

Amy Marriott
The Walk Centre Chairperson

Dinner Dance—Crowne Plaza, Marlow UK
long weekend, a family photo
session and jewellery to name
just a few.

Points of Interest
 Dinner Dance
 Dresses made with
love
 Christmas Party
 New Water Tanks
 Keeping up with
Government Changes
Upcoming Events

Patrick Maher, Trustee, gave a
speech about the work of Walk
Centre and explained how the
money raised goes a long way
On Saturday 28th November, and makes such a difference to
we held our second dinner
so many lives.
dance and charity auction at
the Crowne Plaza hotel in
Marlow.
Thanks to the generosity of
our main sponsor, local
business Big Wipes Limited
and so many supporters, we
raised an amazing £11,500
after costs. We had a wide
range of fantastic auction
and raffle prizes which
included a McLaren car for a

A great time was had by all, with
dancing until the early hours to
live music by local band
‘Connected’ and DJ Declan
Flynn. There were many sore
heads the next day, but everyone agreed it was a fabulous
evening.
We would like to thank everyone who attended on the night

and to those who gave so
generously donated auction and
raffle prizes. One of the aims of
the charity is to increase our
monthly sponsors, so we were
delighted that a number of
guests also signed up to a
monthly donation on the night.
Why not check out photos of the
evening on our Facebook page
kindly taken by Dave Marriott.
https://www.facebook.com/
thewalkcentre/
We look forward to the next
dinner for more fun and fund
raising!

Contact information
Enquiries: enquiries@thewalkcentre.org

Tel: 07870 698177

JustGiving Site http://www.justgiving.co.uk/thewalkcentre

UK Registered Charity Number: 1129576

Dresses Made With Love

We are always looking for donations of pillowcases, men’s tshirts and ribbons etc., so if you would like to donate any of
these please get in contact.

Kenyan Government Double
Cost of School fees
We have seen a number of government changes in 2015 that
have impacted the Walk. Firstly the school had to pave their
grounds due to a new requirement to reduce dust pollution in
schools. Secondly High school education has now been made
available to all students whereas previously this was only
accessible if you passed an entrance exam. Whilst this is
positive progress for Kenya it comes with a dramatic two fold
increase in fees, therefore meaning that we have been unable
to fund the latest intake of students in order to ensure we
meet the fees due for the existing students. This has been an
I was browsing one of my craft magazines one day and came
across an article, which was about making dresses from pillowcases for an American charity who would send the dresses out
to different countries. I thought that this was a fantastic idea
and why couldn't we do this for The Walk Centre. A group of
12 people, that included my husband and daughter had
already organised a trip out to Nakuru in 2014. So, I organised
Dresses Workshops 10 months prior to them going out so that
they could take the dresses with them. I was then

worried

about the boys being left out, so I found the idea of making
shorts out of men’s t-shirts.
For the 2014 trip, we achieved a fantastic 264 dresses and 150
pairs of shorts. This was an overwhelming amount and I never
imagined that we would achieve anything like this!
The dresses and shorts were received with excitement and
grace by the children. They were very touched to receive
them. The workshops have continued to run every month. I
had the privilege of going out in July 2015 where we took
another 150 dresses, 60 pairs of shorts and this time people
had been busy knitting and crocheting hats and we managed
to ship out 400 of them!
The workshops are continuing to meet every month so please
check out our website:
www.dressesmadewithlove.webnode.com for future dates.

incredibly difficult decision for the trustees of The Walk and we
are working hard to increase avenues of funding in order to get
all our students back into school. As always help and ideas for
fundraising will be gratefully received.

New Water Tanks for the toilet block

Christmas Party

The Walk has been incredibly

Thanks to the generosity of African Adventures the

lucky to receive funding for new

children were able to celebrate Christmas in style with a

water tanks for the toilet block

delicious meal and a soda treat.

to enable access to running

thoroughly enjoyed their special day and it gave them a

water therefore increasing levels

great start to their festive holidays

The children

of hygiene. The funds came
from volunteers visiting from the
Celtic football supporters group.

Upcoming Events
Easter Walk and Raffle
Join us for a relaxing walk through the countryside of Buckinghamshire including an Easter Egg Hunt for the children, please
look out for an email with more information or like our Facebook page.
Date 20th March 2016

Do you have unwanted foreign coins or notes lying around?
If you have then we can take them from you! We have teamed up with Cash4Coins who will change any of the following into
cash for us!
We can accept: All foreign coins and notes
All pre-Euro coins and notes
Damaged and commemorative notes and coins
Old British and Irish coins and notes
Pre-decimal currency
Please get in touch and we can arrange a collection!!

