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So far 2016 has given us some massive lows but also some amazing highs, which we
would like to share with you in our newsletter. Whilst we were hit with a devastating
hike in High School fees we have been overwhelmed by how, you, our fantastic
supporters, have rallied around us and helped us to get the students into school. We
are excited about the future of The Walk, particularly with the current expansion to
include a secondary school on the current site alongside the primary school. We thank
each and every one of you for helping us to make the dreams of those supported by
The Walk come true.

ter Market

Amy Marriott
The Walk Centre Chairperson

New School
Chichester College have been extremely busy raising the funds
required to build a new secondary school for The Walk. Our
current students attend a state run school, however, over the
years it has been noted that some of our children’s backgrounds are not understood and sometimes not considered in
relation to their educational requirements. For some time
The Walk has wanted to bring the students back into their
environment to ensure that their emotional and psychological
needs are addressed alongside their education.

We are thrilled that Chichester College have been able to
embark on raising the funds to make this possible. So far,
the foundations have been dug and the walls of the
schools have begun construction. In early September the
floors to the first floors were set so given that construction started in July they have been making speedy progress. The College are currently in the progress of fundraising for the rest of the build, through events such as
climbing Mount Kenya and skydiving.
For our supporters who are familiar with the current
Walk site, the new secondary school is being built where
the kitchen, hall and office were located. These areas are
being built into the new structure with temporary
shelters functioning as the kitchen and teachers area.
If you have any questions about the project, or would like
to get involves then please do contact us.
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Recent Fundraising Events
High School Plea

Car Boot sale
Three of our trustees embarked on a car boot sale in July.
For some this was their first and possibly last experience. We
are yet to have a final total as some items donated were too
valuable to be sold at car boot so are being sold via other forums, but we are set to raise over £200 which is fantastic given
that all the funds have been raised from donations alone.

We want to send a huge thanks to all of our supporters who
responded to our plea for assistance. We are so pleased to
announce that all of the High School students, which include
the new intake, are now attending school. The board of
trustees are busy making plans to ensure that we can maintain Bristol Bad Film Club
the financial support needed.
Following a show of “Physchomania” at Bristol Bierkeller the
Bristol Bad Film Club raised an amazing £190 for us on the 15 th
September. We are extremely grateful for their support.

Dinner Party
On Saturday 12th November 2016
At St Pauls Church Hall, Town Lane, Wooburn Green
7pm till late
Three course meal with Coffee and petit fours
cooked by a Masterchef Quarter Finalist!
£22.50 per person including a glass of fizz on arrival!
Contact: thewalkcentreevents@gmail.com for more details

Elastic Money
By Sophie Winkler

On Tuesday 29th March 2016, 5 individuals from St Paul’s church (Sam,
Wullie, Archie, Paul and Sophie) set out for a 2 week visit to the Walk
Centre.
Our trip started in the UK with very canny packing so that we were able to
make full use of our massive baggage allowance. We took 8 full suitcases
of items for the Walk. We had shoes, clothes, handmade dresses and
shorts, knitted hats, scarves and snoods, gloves, underwear, knitted teddy
bears, knitted teddy bears in bags, plasters, storage boxes, school supplies and skipping ropes.
We distributed all of these items over about 3 days at the Walk and it was very, very humbling. We had divided the
clothes into ‘girls’ and ‘boys’ but the teachers said it didn’t matter about colour – the clothes were to keep the
children warm and colour or fashion didn’t matter. Some of the children had no idea how to put the gloves on
because they had never had gloves before. To see their excitement about what they were getting and to see their happiness for each other was really quite amazing.
Quite early on during our stay we were invited to attend the assembly for children who were receiving new uniforms
from the material that was bought during last year’s trip. The parents were attending the assembly with their
children and we were invited to go in and take photographs. The pride that the children had when they received their
uniforms and put them on was phenomenal. They looked so smart and they were all so happy and smiling and eager
to pose for photographs. This was the first time that anyone from St Paul’s had formerly met any of the parents at the
Walk and Sam and I had talked about our fear that the parents might think we were judging them for their ability to
look after their children and feed them and clothe them. However, our fears were unfounded as one parent stood up
on behalf of all of the parents to thank us for all of the support that we give to the children and to thank us for loving
their children too. Another parent stood up to pray for us and to tell us that they pray for us regularly which was very
emotional. Some of the parents had babies with them and we were able to hand out the baby items that we had
brought with us from the UK.
As well as the items we had brought out from the UK, we had also brought some money from fundraising activities
and from individual donations. On our first day at school, we sat down with Fred (Operations Manager) and Gladys
(Headteacher) to talk about some of their wishes for what we could use the money for. The list was very long and we
all felt quite overwhelmed by the scale of the need. At the hotel that evening we went through the list again in more
detail and made a plan to just focus on 2 or 3 items. However, God had other plans. Every night, we sat down and did
the sums and every night, we still seemed to have money left over. So, the next day, we would buy a bit more and plan
a bit more and we still had money left over.
The money became elastic and God stretched it so much. We never thought it would be possible to do what we did,
but anything is possible with God. We were able to pay for;
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did. Paul and Wullie did a sterling job building the blackboards
55 school uniforms (30 for girls and 25 for boys)
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100 mugs
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All of the materials and tools for 6 new blackboards
the children will take a huge amount of pride in and will really
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fires
mugs will make a huge difference – at the moment there are
A grate for one of the ovens
not enough for all of the children so some children have to wait
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until 1 child has finished and then wash up their plate or mug
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before they can get their food. On our second to last day the
Food for Mary and her family
children had some of the beans and rice for lunch and the atFood for Monica and her family
mosphere around the school was buzzing. Alex (founder of the
Material and equipment for the sewing class
Walk) had brought bananas for the children, and it was the last
Uniform and textbooks for a child to return to school
day of term, so it was a happy, happy day. Very generously they
230 party bags, each containing a bar of soap, a multivitamin
drink and a lolly
offered all of us beans and rice for lunch and it was delicious.
1 padlock for the main school gate
It was a fantastic experience with highs and lows, some sad
3 padlocks for gates and water tank
times and a lot of laughter as well. I feel very privileged to have
Bags and pencil cases to sell back in the UK
been able to go and spend time there and the children will r
emain in my heart.

