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Welcome to our July 2018 Newsletter. We have had a busy six months with some
great fundraisers, a visit to the Centre and some fantastic developments and
achievements. We started the new year on a high as in December we received a
copy of a Government White Paper which confirmed the new governments
intention to abolish high school fees. The previous fee structure was becoming
untenable for the UK Charity and we had already been forced to limit the number
of students that we could support to ensure continuity of education. We do still
have some fees associated with High School but these are much more achievable
which allows more students to have the opportunity for continued education.
Please read through the newsletter for more stories from the Centre and the UK
Charity. We thank you all for your continued support and please do let us know if
you have any questions.
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Flood damage—An overwhelming response
The rainy season in Kenya this year has been bittersweet. Although the rains were needed and
welcomed, and farmers were able to start planting, they have been heavier and more prolonged
than expected. This has led to widespread flooding across certain parts of Kenya and the
displacement of thousands of people.

Contact information
Enquiries: enquiries@thewalkcentre.org

Tel: 07870 698177

JustGiving Site http://www.justgiving.co.uk/thewalkcentre

UK Registered Charity Number: 1129576

Flood Damage (cont. from front page)
At The Walk Centre, the prolonged heavy rains unfortunately led to the toilet block at the
school collapsing. This had a devastating impact on the school as, without a functioning
toilet block, the school was not able to remain open. For some children, the only food they
receive is at The Walk Centre, so to not be able to attend can have a huge impact on them
and their families.
Our contacts in Kenya consulted with local workmen and reported back that the cost of
rebuilding the toilet block would be £3000.00 – a huge sum of money. The Trustees
agreed that this money had to be sent to the school as a matter of urgency as the impact
of the school remaining closed were too great.
An appeal went out from The Walk Centre UK charity across social media and at St Paul’s
church and the response was overwhelming. A combination of individual donations and
donations from church fundraising events raised the whole sum needed in a staggeringly
short space of time. This support has been fantastic, and also overwhelming. The funds
were transferred to Kenya and work began to rebuild the toilet block. Regular photo
updates have been received and the work has now been completed. Crucially, the school was closed for only a short
amount of time, minimising the impact on some of the most needy people in Nakuru. Please see our facebook page for
more pictures of the build.

Visit to the Walk Centre – April 2018
Over the recent Easter holiday, 6 individuals from St Paul’s
church in Wooburn Green set out for a 2½ week visit to the
Walk Centre in Nakuru, Kenya. The group included Sam
(Treasurer) and Paul, both Trustees of The Walk Centre UK
charity.

man-made clothes, medical supplies, sanitary items, soap and
stationery. The teachers at the Walk Centre arranged a
special day with the children and their families and everything
in the freight was distributed, along with 600kg of Ugali flour
that we had purchased with funds brought from the UK .

Our trip started in the UK with very canny packing so that we
were able to make full use of our massive baggage allowance.
We took 10 suitcases full of items for the Walk Centre. We
had handmade clothes (dresses, skirts, fleece jumpers, shorts,
hats, scarves and fingerless mittens), knitted teddy bears,
knitted blankets and shoes.

New shoes waiting to be worn
We distributed the items in the suitcases all in one day at the
school, and it was fantastic to see every child receive
something. There was enough for the older children to have
something too (children who used to attend the Walk Centre
and have now moved up to High School) and we had brought
some nice soaps for the teachers. The playground was a riot
Dresses made with love—Showing off new outfits
of colour afterwards and the children were all really excited
We were also extremely fortunate to have been given 300kg about what they had received.
of free air freight, so we filled 16 big boxes with more shoes,

All six of us in the group had visited the Walk
Centre several times before, and it was brilliant to
see all of the children again, and to see them
looking so well and progressing with their
education. Even the youngest children, aged 3
and 4 years, already have a really good command
of English. It put our attempts at a few words in
Swahili to shame!

New large assembly hall

It was also interesting to see the building work
that has been taking place at the school and the
rapid progress that has been made. The Walk
Centre has built additional classrooms so that
children do not have to leave the school once they
reach the age of 8. The nurturing environment of
the school, coupled with its faith, is really
Important for the children and it is better that they are able to stay at the school for as long as possible. The new block is
now fully operational, with several classrooms, a large assembly hall and a library. Children will now be able to stay at the
school until the age of 14 years, before moving on. The Walk Centre’s long term vision is to also replace all of the existing
corrugated iron classrooms. These get extremely hot inside, and are also quite small, so are not a comfortable learning
environment for the children. The new classrooms are larger and considerably cooler. The most immediate project is
re-building the kitchen and those at the school are hoping that construction will start over the summer.

As well as the items we had brought out from the UK, we had also brought some money from fundraising activities and
from individual donations. We sat down with Fred (Operations Manager) and Gladys (Headteacher) to talk about some of
their wishes for what we could use the money for. They prioritised the list in order of need, and we were able to supply the
school with some of the items that they had requested. We were able to buy 15 new desks and chairs and repair 20 more,

10 rolls of material to make 100 new uniforms, 270 pairs of socks, 120
plates and 192 cups, 4 bags of beans (to provide some variation in the
children’s diet), 600kg of Ugali flour, 20 Bibles, care packages for
several High School students, textbooks, 432 packs of sanitary towels,
various items for the kitchen and various stationery items. We were
also able to provide the start-up costs for a small business for one
family.
We were able to spend an evening with
Alex and Patricia (original founders of
The Walk Centre school) which was a good opportunity to catch up and to talk with them about
their future plans for the school. They have bold and ambitious plans and have complete
confidence that their plans will come to fruition. The name of the school has also been recently
changed to The Walk Academy and it was interesting to hear the reasoning and decision making
behind this name change.
We strengthened our links in the community this year too,
and spent some time with local families on the rubbish
dump as well as getting to know some of the local street
sellers in town. We took the street sellers out for a meal
which was a time of real fellowship together.
We were able to do a phenomenal amount, and we are thankful for the generosity of our
supporters which enabled us to achieve what we did. The uniforms and the socks will be
things that the children will take a huge amount of pride in and will really help them to
feel part of the school community. The plates and mugs will make a huge difference – at
the moment there are not enough for all of the children so some children have to wait
until 1 child has finished and then wash up their plate or mug before they can get their
food.
It was another fantastic visit with highs and lows, some sad times and a lot of laughter as well. We all feel very privileged to
have been able to go again and spend time there.
Sam – April 2018

Great Places Donation

Football Shirt Donation

Over the years Great Places Housing
Association, based in Manchester have sent
many volunteers to the Centre and raised much
needed funds. We were truly overwhelmed
when in the new year they sent us a cheque for
ten thousand pounds. Coupled with the
abolition of High School Fees this has allowed us
to increase our regular monthly donation
sustainably to provide further support of the
running costs to the Centre. This is vital given
the recent project to build a new secondary
school funded by Chichester College and African
Adventures. The buildings have now been
erected but the new running costs, including
teachers, furniture and educational equipment
have been requested from the UK Charity.
Continuation of education is a key objective of
the Charity and with the help of our supporters
and fantastic donations such as Great Places we
continue to find avenues to meet this need.
Thank you again to everyone at Great Places
who have supported us over the years.

We wanted to say a huge thank you to Oxford Audi
who generously donated some football kit to us.
This made its way to the Centre with two of our
trustees earlier this year and were distributed to
some very excited children.

GDPR The Walk Centre Statement
In May 2018 GDPR took effect. To ensure that
all our supporters are aware of how we use any
personal data we have published our privacy
policy on our website which you can access
directly via this link.

Music Competition
The Walk Centre UK are so excited to report that out
of 20 schools the Upper Class have gained 3rd place
at the Music Festival Competition and move to the
next round at County level. The talent of the
children at the Walk Centre is unending. Thank you
for your support and please see our facebook page
for a little video of the children and some snippets
of action!

Do you have unwanted foreign coins or notes lying around?
If you have then we can take them from you! We have teamed up with Cash4Coins who will change any of the following into
cash for us!
We can accept: All foreign coins and notes
All pre-Euro coins and notes
Damaged and commemorative notes and coins
Old British and Irish coins and notes
Pre-decimal currency
Please get in touch and we can arrange a collection!!

